Travellers in India

assume from this absence of evidence that it was
never used. Finch also throws considerable light
on the Emperor's savage delight in bloody
spectacles. " Tuesday is a day of blood, both of
fighting beasts and justiced men, the King
judging and seeing execution.5'

In March, 1607, an expedition consisting of a
single vessel left England for India. After
visiting Aden, and having some passages with
the governor there, the captain headed the
ship directly for Cambay. Early in September,
1608, it foundered off the Guzerat coast, but
the crew to the number of fifty-five persons
managed to reach the mouth of the Gandevi,
whence they made their way to Surat, where
they fell in with William Finch* The governor,
not a little embarrassed by this unexpected
invasion, first put them into a state of semi-
captivity? and finally arranged that they should
go up country to the Court of Jahangir, in
order, to use the words of one of the party,*
" to certify him of our distress."

Of the experiences of this unfortunate crew
we possess two detailed accounts, one of them
by Captain Robert Coverte, the other by
John Jourdain. Jourdain, however, left the
main body at Surat, and the narrative which he
wrote throws no light on their adventures at
Agra.

From Coverte's storyt we gather that the

* Coverte.                       t Harleian, n, 237.